
Course Information 
 
Course Number: Hist 345  
Title:   Whole Earths, Globalizations, World Pictures 
Instructor:  Benjamin Lazier  
 
Instructor Information 
Office:   Eliot 206 
Contact information: lazierb@reed.edu  
 
Course Description:  
 
Hear the words "Earth" or "world" or "globe" and the image likely to flash through the mind is the 
descendant of a photo commonly known as "Blue Marble" (1972), which reveals the disk of our 
terraqueous planet suspended alone in the void. It is reputed to be the most widely disseminated 
photograph in human history, and together with other views of the Earth from beyond has prompted a 
revolution in the global imagination. The aim of this seminar is to assess the plausibility of that claim, by 
situating these images in their diverse historical contexts. 
 
These contexts include the history of man's imaginative self-projection into the beyond from ancient 
times to our day; how the "whole earth" image has been mobilized by environmental campaigns, 
political movements, and commercial enterprises; how the view of Earth has figured in economics 
("globalization theory"), aesthetics (earth art, architecture, mapping and visualization techniques), 
philosophy (especially in the phenomenological tradition), and the natural sciences (the Gaia hypothesis, 
the Biosphere projects, earth systems science); and how this pictorial imaginary has become integrated 
into the unthought ways we inhabit our natural and human-built worlds - what has happened once its 
ubiquity meant that we ceased, in a fashion, to see it. Arrangements will be made to enable students to 
explore new media and research tools for analysis and presentation, should they wish to do so. 
 
Minimum Learning Outcomes: 
 
Students will demonstrate an understanding of course topics (above) by way of the following: 

• Students will read, consider, and discuss texts, images, and other artifacts in a conference 
setting. 

• Students will write several, short interpretive responses to course material. 
• Students will help lead class discussion. 
• Students will write 1-2 interpretive essays on course material. 
• Students will complete a final project (form TBD) on course material. 

 
Distribution Requirements: This course can be used towards your Group II, “History and Social Sciences,” 
requirement. It accomplishes the following learning goals for the group: 

• Evaluate data and/or sources 
• Analyze institutions, formations, languages, structures, or processes, whether social, political, 

religious, economic, cultural, intellectual or other 
• Think in sophisticated ways about causation, social and/or historical change, human cognition, 

or the relationship between individuals and society, or engage with social, political, religious or 
economic theory in other areas. 


